OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY by unknown
The authors depart frQm the traditional presentation of hard facts and refer frequently
throughout the book to the potential and real emotional and psychological problems of the
pregnant mother and her family. In the first chapter the authors point out that in many
instances there may not be a family and that poverty, poor health and inadequate nutrition
are commonplace. They add that even when a family does exist not all pregnancies are
wanted. However, having stated this, the discussion of the emotions and attitudes of
mothers in the book reflects those of the intelligent person of adequate means having her
first child. The emphasis placed on talking to the mother in this book is brought out in a
chapter in which the assessment of the "feelings" of the mother about her pregnancy is
discussed immediately following an account of the assessment of the pelvis by vaginal
examination. The stress on education of the mother and on understianding her problems
during pregnancy is interesting and is rarely given as much attention in British books.
The chapters on anatomy and physiology are good and many of the illustrations are
taken from established American post-graduate texts, indeed the basic information contained
in this book is sound and up to date but at times attains post-graduate level. On occasions
the American flavour of the book is strong, such as the suggestion for opening questions
when discussing contraception.
First question: "I am glad to see you this morning, how can I help you
today?"
Second Question: "Do you know how a woman gets pregnant?"
Finally the terminology is American and this is important when a topic such as
perinatal mortality is discussed - the definition given in this book is deaths after 20 weeks
gestation and up to 28 days after the birth. The comment is made that this rate is higher
than in the rest of the industralised world - if this is the definition used it is not surprising!
The book would be of interest to midwives who have a teaching capacity and serves
as a comment on the developing role of the midwife in the United States.
J.W.K.R.
OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY. (Coincise Medical Textbooks). By
R. W. Taylor and M. G. Brush. (Pp 220; figs. 27. £2.95). London: Bailliere
Tindal. 1978.
THIS is the first edition of a 213 page textbook written by Professor Taylor of St. Thomas'
Hospital Medical School and Dr. Brush, a senior lecturer in biochemistry at the same
institution. The authors claim to have written for the medical student "a concise compre-
hensive book which will give him an overall view of the subjects". Indeed the text is
concise and inevitably condensed., thus important topics such as anemia are deal with in
less than two pages. The vaginal discharges due to trichomonas land monilia are discussed
in ten lines and a description of the nature of the discharge is not included.
The chapter on menstrual abnormalities is brief and not particularly well classified.
The care of the normal and abnormal baby receives scant attention and is dealt with in six
pages. It is surprising in a book so recently published that the discussion of maternal
mortality and its prevention receives more attention than perinatal mortality. One chapter
has an unfortunate title - The Unhealthy Mother - in which topics such as rhesus isoim-
munisation are discussed.
The diagrams included in the book are good and there is a welcome chapter on normal
and abnormal sexual relationships, a subject not usually included in such books. However
a book presenting such condensed information requires a good classification of each topic
and a better layout with sub-headings. The student might find this book useful for revision
but it would not be his best introduction to the subject.
J.W.K.R.
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